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1.  Course objectives: The concept of a modern nation state and factors that 

are eroding its credibility requires in-depth study. For a student of PCS, it is 

important to develop a good understanding of what passes for a democratic state 

and how and to what extent it may differ from for instance a garrison state or a 

national security state. It is also relevant to find out the correct linkages between 

nation, state and security. The aim of this course is to provide the students with a 

comprehensive understanding of the key themes of this course, this course explores 

the relationship between nation, state and security in Pakistani context.  

2. Outcomes: Students should be able to 

a. Demonstrate comprehensive conceptual & theoretical knowledge of 

national security and nation-state building processes;  

b. Analyze the application of knowledge relating to factors affecting 

national security of Pakistan; and 

c. Explain security issues of Pakistan, in the regional & global context. 

3. Course Contents.  The course will be divided into five core units:  

a. Ways and means of ensuring national security: 

(1) Human security and fundamental human rights; 

(2) Civil-military relations; 

(3) Relations and coordination between security forces;  

(4) Civilian supremacy;  

(5) Intelligence and counter-intelligence;  

(6) External threats;  

(7) Internal threats with a focus on maintenance of peace, law and 

order, protection of individual liberty;  

(8) Security related to legal frameworks; national, regional and 

global.  

b. Terrorism 

(1) Terrorism and counter-terrorism; 

(2) Insurgency and counter-insurgency; 



(3) Propaganda and counter-propaganda;  

(4) Radicalization and de-radicalization. 

c. Case studies with reference to national security 

(1) Sri Lanka and Northeast India (ethnic conflict and separatism); 

(2) Rwanda and Kosovo (Ethnic cleansing); 

(3) Northern Ireland (Urban terrorism) 

(4) Al-Qaida (international terrorism) 

d. Post-conflict situations 

(1) Refugees, mass migrations and internally displaced persons 

(2) Disarmament, demobilization and re-integration 

(3) Victims of conflicts and their needs 

e. National security – Pakistani context 

(1) Pakistan’s security problems 

(2) Formulation of national security policy in Pakistan 

(3) Pakistan in the regional security context 
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